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EDITORIAL. 


HE Chronicle has attained its seventh anniversary, and is 



becoming each year more firmly rooted as the School 
Magazine. This year it has not suffered from a lack of 
contributions, although prose seems to hold terrors for the average 
member of the School and the verse is as yet immature. 
Nevertheless we are convinced that the appreciation of the School 
in its Magazine is keen, and its interest more concrete— and 
where there is freedom to experiment there is hope to improve.” 

This year a Science Society has been formed, and we have 
had several interesting meetings. We have attempted Oratorio 
work in our singing classes. We wish to congratulate Florence 
Bull on her passing the entrance examination to Newnham 
College, Cambridge, and Irene Critchlow and Bessie Prince on 
their passing the Higher School Certificate F2xamination. 

To the Editor. 

Dear Madam, 

1 am not writing the usual open letter to the School this 
year, as I feel that 1 can safely leave to you and the Editorial 
Committee the task of dealing with the events of the year. I 
should like, however, to bring to the notice of the School, both 
past and present, the following appeal. In the Summer Term of 
this School year, w r e are intending to hold a sale of work and f£te 
in order to raise money which is badly needed by the School. As 
you all know, the School is comparatively new, and so has no 
endowment fund from which scholarships can be given. As no 
one has endowed us, we must endow ourselves. 

1 propose that this year a fund should be started from which 
it will be possible, by the method of either loans or grants, to help 
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those pupils who need assistance either during their School life 
or in training for a future vocation. The funds would be in the 
hands of a small committee who would make the grants or loans 
quite privately. In the future we hope to be able to establish a 
real School Scholarship which can be awarded on merit: a large 
sum would be necessary to endow that. If we cannot manage the 
Scholarship fund at once, I feel that the time has come to make a 
beginning with the proposed loan fund. 

1 am confident that all the old girls will be eager to help the 
School in this effort. We shall be delighted to receive, at any 
time during the year, gifts for the stalls and offers of assistance. 

Will you please all do your best to make this appeal as 
widely known as possible among friends of the School and to 
interest people in our object ? 

We must make the Fete a great success. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. WOODHEAD. 


SCHOOL NOTES. 


THE GENERAL BEARING PRIZE 


was awarded: 

In the Autumn Term, 1926, and Spring Term, 1927: To 
Form V.b. In the Summer Term, 1927 :—To the Remove. 


FULL PREFECTS AND HOUSE PREFECTS. 


In the Autumn Term, these were as follows :— 


Head Girl : 
In Apollo: 

In Jupiter: 
In Mars : 

In Neptune: 


F. Bull. 

M. Bull (full); N. Timmis, M. Hall 
probation). 

M. Price, S. Harper, G. Phillips (full). 

I. Critchlow, B. Prince (full); N. Taylor. 
F. Bull, H. Wood (full); P. Webster 
probation). 


(on 


(on 


In the Spring Term, 1927:— 

M. Hall, N. Timmis, and P. Webster became full prefects; 
K. Babb was made a prefect on probation. 

In the Summer Term, 1927 :— 

K. Babb was a full prefect; M. Prince, P. Watkins, N. 
Land and J. Babb were made prefects on probation. 
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AUTUMN TERM, 1926. 

October 27th. — A lecture on the League of Nations was 
given to the School by Captain O. Bell. 

November 15th. —Prize Giving was held in the Town Hall. 

December 9th & 1 1th. This year the School performed 
two plays, the first being scenes from “ The Mill on the Floss,” the 
other, “ A Christmas Play,” containing a number of carols. “ Adeste 
Fideles,” “ Unto us is Born a Son,” ” Jesu Parvule,” ’* The Boar's 
Head,” and “ Here we come a-wassailing.” There were two 
performances of these to which parents were invited. 

December 13th.— A debate was held, the motion being : 
“ That man is the product of his environment." 

December 14th. — An impromptu debate was held amongst 
the girls. 

December 20th. The Christmas Party and Old Girls’ 
Reunion. 


SPRING TERM, 1927. 

March 18th. —Neptune acted “The Christmas Carol,” and 
" A Runaway Couple.” The proceeds were sent to the Alton 
Cripples’ Home. 

March 25th. —Miss Malvern gave a lecture on Beethoven. 

April 1st.— A debate was held, the motion being: "That 
popularity is no test of merit in a work of art.” 

April 4th. —Display of handwork by the Lower School. 

SUMMER TERM. 1927. 

May 3rd. —Forms VI., V.a. and V.b. sang Pergolesi’s 
" Stabat Mater” before the rest of the School. This was our first 
attempt at oratorio work, and we hope to try another some time. 

May 6th. —Jupiter invited Neptune to a House Tea. 

May 12th. —The School Sports were held. 

June 3rd. —A lecture was given to the School by Major 
Bavin on Musical Appreciation. 

June 10th. —The School, helped by the Old Girls’ Society, 
entertained some mothers from the Birmingham Women’s 
Settlement in the School grounds. 

June 28th. —Miss Windrow gave a lecture on the Eclipse. 

June 29th. —The School Birthday was again celebrated in 
the School grounds. The School Birthday present was an 8-day 
clock, which has been placed in the Assembly Hall. 
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HOUSE NEWS. 


APOLLO. 


AUTUMN Term, 1926. —Neptune invited us to tea and games. 
Some of our girls were in the plays at the end of Term. 


Spring Term. 1927. —Miss Timberlake became one of our 
House Mistresses. 

Hockey. —K. Babb was Captain again and we won the Cup. 

Summer Term, 1927.—We invited Neptune to tea and 
games one evening. 

Sports .—Several of our girls won prizes. We won the 
Relay Race. K. Babb won the Senior Championship and N. Beck 
the Junior. 

When the School invited the mothers from the Birmingham 
Settlement we entertained them with Community Singing. 

Tennis. —K. Babb and N. Timmis played for Apollo in the 
Inter-House Tournament, and won the Cup. 

Gardening .—We were runners-up for the Cup. 

We won the Shield. 

M. Bull. 

JUPITER. 


Autumn Term, 1926.—Miss Windrow became one of our 
House Mistresses. 

We were very sorry to say “ Goodbye ” to Miss Hudson at 
the end of the Term. 

Spring Term, 1927.—Miss Pascoe came to the School as 
one of our House Mistresses. 

We were invited to a play, given by Neptune. 

The House Matches were played. 

Summer Term, 1927.—We invited Neptune to tea and 

games. 

On June 10th, the School invited some mothers from the 
Birmingham Settlement. Jupiter House organised an Advertise¬ 
ment Competition for them, which caused great amusement. 

The House Gardens were judged—we were third with Mars. 
The garden has been better on the whole, but we have not yet won 
the Cup. Now, Jupiter, let us try to win it next year! 

The House Tennis Tournaments were played. We were 
represented by G. Phillips and F. Walker—we tied for second 
place with Neptune. 


M. Price. 
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MARS. 

Spring Trkm, 1927. — We did not succeed in winning the 
Hockey Cup, but we fielded a stronger team than we have had for 
some time. The team combined better. 

Summer Iekm, 192/. — In the Sports, we lost the Junior 
Championship to Apollo. J. Read was runner-up. 

In the Tennis Tournament B. Prince and Frances Bull 
represented the House. Mars was fourth. 

At the party given by the School and Old Girls to the 
Birmingham Settlement, Mars organised a “Hat-trimming” 
competition, and presented prizes. This competition was greatly 
enjoyed both by the girls and by the competitors. 

Soon after this we were sorry to lose Miss Sybil, who left 
us with our best wishes for success. 

The Drill Cup was not awarded this year. 

In the Gardening Competition Mars was fourth. The 
garden was very bare at the beginning of the year, but improved 
greatly later on. 

At the end of this term we lost our remaining House 
Mistress, Miss Covington. Mars wishes her every success. 

I. Chitciilow. 


NEPTUNE. 

Autumn Term, 1926.—Miss Windrow left us to become a 
House Mistress in Jupiter. We were very sorry to lose her. 

Apollo invited us to a most delightful House-tea. 

Spring Term, 1927.—We decided to give an entertainment. 
The plays we chose were: “A Runaway Couple,” and “The 
Christmas Carol,” both taken from stories by Charles Dickens. 
The proceeds were given to the Alton Cripples’ Home. 

In hockey, we lost against Apollo, and won against Mars 
and Jupiter. 

Jupiter invited us to tea. Was any House ever honoured 
with a treasure hunt so exciting and original as the one Jupiter 
provided for us that evening ? 

Summer Term, 1927.—We were very interested in the 
Birmingham Settlement Picnic. During the afternoon the mothers 
were with us; we helped to entertain them with a smelling and 
tasting competition. 

At the end of Term we had a House Tea. 

We were third in the Inter-House Tennis Tournament, but 
we won the Gardening Cup. 
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We all know that members of Neptune House are life 
members, and 1 should like here, in the name of those of us who 
have just left School, to assure the present “ reigning ” Neptune 
that they have our sincerest wishes for all that is best in the future. 

Florence Bull. 


PRIZE GIVING, 1926. 


'T'HE Prize Giving was held in the Town Hall on November 15th. 
Miss Powell presided, and Mr. F. A. Hughes, M.A. 
(Director of Education for Staffordshire) came to give 
away the Prizes. We were so glad that Miss Budgen was able to 
be with us. 

Miss Woodhead read her report, and Mr. Hughes then 
distributed the prizes, subsequently delivering an address. 

During the afternoon, the School sang “ Summer Changes,” 
“ To Celia,” “ Wi* a Hundred Pipers,” and ’’ The Young May 
Moon.” The School song was sung prior to the National Anthem 

The Prize List was as follows:— 

Form Prizes. —Form II.: D. Wood. Ill.a: English, 
J. Underwood ; Arithmetic and Science, J. Underwood ; French, 
D. Ball. IV.b: English, R. Allport; French, D. Mayfield; 
Mathematics and Science, N. Beck. IV.a : English, G. Hamhleton, 
Languages, G. Hambleton ; Mathematics and Science, A. Langridge. 
V.b : English, M. Prince; Languages, M. Prince; Mathematics 
and Science, P. Watkins. V.a : English, S. Harper ; Languages, 
M. Bull; Mathematics and Science, B. Wibberley. VI.: English, 
F. Bull. 

Scripture. —Junior, G. Foster; Senior, I Critchlow. 
Drawing. —Junior, N. Beck; Senior, N. Taylor. 
Needlework. —Junior, A. Langridge; Senior, M. Prince. 
Music (Presented by Miss Malvern).—M. Archer and 
M. Parker. 

Cookery (Presented by Mrs. Eckersley).—Junior, C. Eyley ; 
Senior, M. Price. 

Geography (Presented by Mr. E. M. Mellor).— H. Wood. 
Scott Prizes (Presented by Miss Powell).—Junior, 
C. Eyley; Senior, H. Wood. 

Local History (Presented by the Old Girls’ Society).— H. 

Wood. 

General Proficiency (Presented by Miss Budgen).—M. 
Prince. 

House Awards. —Garden Cup, Neptune; Drill Cup, 
Neptune; Hockey Cup, Apollo; Tennis Cup, Apollo. 

House Shield. —Apollo. 


t 
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EXAMINATION RESULTS, 1927. 

Entrance to Nbwnham College, Cambridge. —Florence 

Bull. 

Higher Certificate of the Northern Universities’ 
Joint Board. —I. Critchlow, B. Prince. 

Cambridge School Certificate. —W. E. Brown, M. Hall 
(distinction in Geography); I. Lunn, M. Prince, P. Watkins, 

B. Wibberley. 

County Minor (C) Scholarships. —N. Beck, Frances Bull, 

C. Eyley, M. Martin. 


SPORTS. 


r J'HE Annual Sports were held on May 12th, at 2.30 p.m., 
when we were favoured with fine weather. 

The Senior Championship was won by Kathleen Babb, of 
Apollo House. Altogether she obtained twenty-two points, 
including three firsts, one second, and one third. Florence Bull 
was runner-up with eighteen points. 

Nellie Beck, also of Apollo House, won the Junior 
Championship, obtaining thirty-two points in all. Julia Read was 
runner-up with thirty points. 

Florence Bull has proved during some years to be our flat¬ 
racing champion. This year she again won the Cross-Country 
Race, 220 yards, and 100 yards. 

The Senior Long Jump and High Jump were both won by 
Kathleen Babb, the Junior Long Jump by Nellie Beck, and the 
Junior High Jump by Janet Taylor and Dorothy Mayfield (tied). 

The House Relay Race was won by Apollo, Neptune being 
second, Jupiter third, and Mars fourth. 

Mr. Mellor, Mr. Smith and Mr. W’ood acted as judges. 
Mrs. Eckersley very kindly distributed the prizes. 

S. Harper. 


THE SCHOOL BIRTHDAY. 


YV/E spent the School Birthday in the School grounds this 
™ year. Everyone wore a rose, and the School was decorated 
with roses. At prayers we sang the School Hymn, “ O God 
our help in ages past,” and then Miss W’oodhead gave a short 
address. 
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In the afternoon there was a tennis tournament in which 
some of the Old Girls played, and the younger ones played games. 
Tea was served in the Assembly Hall, and afterwards tennis and 
games were played again. The tennis tournament was won by 
Miss Walker and Joan Babb. 

At the end we all joined hands and sang “ Auld Lang Syne.’' 
We gave the School a clock for the Assemby Hall as a birthday 
present. 

Dorothy Wood. 


GAMES —HOCKEY. 


ALTHOUGH we have not been very successful as regards the 
number of wins, 1 think our hockey during the past season 
has shown considerable improvement. We won four 
matches out of a possible nine ; the results were as follows ; 

School v. Abbots Bromley (Away) Lost 10—3 
„ v. Abbots Bromley (Home) Scratched 


V. 

Leek 

(Away) 

Won 

4—1 

V . 

Leek 

(Home) 

Scratched 

V. 

Derby 

(Away) 

Won 

4—1 

V. 

Derby 

(Home) 

Won 

4—1 

V . 

Ashbourne 

(Home) 

Lost 

8—4 

V . 

Ashbourne 

(Away) 

Lost 

6—5 

V . 

Burton 

(Home) 

Lost 

3—1 

V . 

Burton 

(Away) 

Lost 

5—1 

V . 

Old Girls 


Won 

9—1 


Our half-backs were rather weak, and our forwards never 
seemed to combine well although there were occasional flashes of 
good play. The two wings were rather slow, both in attacking 
and passing the ball; the left-inner could dribble the ball up the 
field well, but she was slow when she reached the goal circle ; the 
right-inner was quick and very unselfish when playing in matches. 
The centre-half was a very enthusiastic and eager player, but 1 am 
afraid she rather muddled the backs at times. The left and right 
halves who were both in the XI. for the first time, did not shine, 
but they improved as the season advanced. The right-back was a 
strong player, but she sometimes fouled. The left-back was not so 
steady but she improved. The goal played very well, but she 
sometimes hit out at the ball instead of first stopping it. 

The players and their positions were as follows :— 

(G.) G. Phillips; (R.B.) I. Critchlow; (L.B.) P. Webster; 
(L.H.) N. Timmis; (R.H.) J. Babb ; (C.H.) Florence Bull; (L.W.) 
M. Price; (L.l.) M. Chell; (C.F.) K. Babb ; (R.l.) N. Taylor; 
(R.W.) B. Prince. 

The result of the Inter-House matches was:—1. Apollo; 
2. Neptune; 3. Mars; 4. Jupiter. 
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TENNIS. 


Unfortunately, only one outside match was played, which we 
won. It was against Ashbourne Grammar School on their grounds. 
I he result was 8 matches to nil, and 16 sets to nil. 

The School was represented by :— 


1. K. Babb and N. Timmis. 

2. G. Phillips and F. Walker. 

3. Florence Bull and Frances Bull. 

A House Tournament was played at the end of the Term 
ana the couples were : — 


Apollo. K. Babb and N. Timmis. 

Jupiter. G. Phillips and F. Walker. 

Mars. B. Prince and Frances Bull. 
Neptune. Florence Bull and P. Webster. 

The final result was:— 

1. Apollo; 2. Jupiter; 3. Neptune; 4. Mars. 


K. Babb (Captain). 


GIRL GUIDES 

(1st Uttoxeter Company.) 

X HH ^ ear 1926-27 has been one of many changes in our 

Company. In September, 1926, we were left with only 

eleven Guides, the others having left School. During the 
year five more recruits joined the Company. In July, we lost 
five of our senior Guides, so we were again left with only eleven, 
but we have since got four recruits and are hoping for still more. 

Our recruits worked for their Tenderfoot and 2nd Class 
tests, and other Guides won sixteen proficiency badges—these 
include Health, Ambulance, Domestic Service, Athlete, Artist, 
Cyclist, and Basket Worker. 

Muriel Price acted as Lieutenant throughout the year, but 
as she cannot continue this year, Miss Scotter, who has had much 
experience with Wolf Cubs, is taking her place. 

On May 5th, we attended a Guide Rally in the Town Hall, 
when Mrs. Roger Green spoke to us, and enrolled two of our 
ruiuits. On Civic Sunday, as usual, we walked in the procession. 

We have just suffered a very great loss in the death of our 
President—Mrs. Sneyd Kynnersley, who took such a kindly interest 
in us, and it was with feelings of regret that we, with representatives 
from each of the other companies of the district, formed a guard 
of honour at her funeral, 

P. B. Walker (Capt.), 
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THE LECTURE ON BEETHOVEN. 

O N March 25th, 1927, in the Spring Term, an interesting 
lecture was given by Miss Malvern to the School and a few 
friends, to celebrate the centenary of Beethoven’s death. 
Miss Malvern said that Beethoven was born at Bonn, about 157 
years ago. His father was a tenor in the Court Choir, and his 
mother was the daughter of the cook at the Court. Beethoven 
was given lessons on the spinet by his lather, and at the age of 
four was very interested in music. However, like the rest of us, he 
used to cry when made to practise. When he was twelve years old, 
he was given lessons on the organ at the Court and was soon 
appointed deputy organist. His general education, however, was 
neglected. When he was seventeen years old, Beethoven went to 
Vienna and played to Mozart, who said, “ Mark my words, that 
young man will go far.” After that he returned home to his 
mother, who was dying, and later, as his father was a drunkard, he 
was forced to act as father and mother to his younger brother and 
sisters. Beethoven was then given lessons by Hadyn. He never 
stopped working, and was very fond of the country, feeling the 
reverence of it, and showing it in his works. At the age of twenty- 
one, Beethoven began to write furiously. 

Beethoven’s great fault was his terrible temper, but 
afterwards he could not he sorry enough. In the first period of his 
life Beethoven learnt all rules thoroughly and followed Bach closely. 
In the second, he threw off all rules because he was master of 
himself and he turned all rules into servants. He. is called the 
great “Tone Poet,” as all his sounds seem to be one beautiful 
poem. In the third period Beethoven became stone-deaf and wrote 
“ mysterious ” music, as he had thoughts and feelings beyond the 
ordinary mortal. 

A programme of illustrations of Beethoven’s works was then 
given by Miss Malvern, Miss Timberlake and Miss Windrow, and 
three of Miss Malvern’s pupils : M. Parker, F. Bull and M. Lyons. 

Programme : 

Allegro and Minore Op. 7, on the piano. 

Allegretto Op. 12, on the violin and piano. 

Overture “ Prometheus ” Op. 43, arranged for the piano. 

Kreutzer (Allegro) Op. 47, on the violin and piano. 

Finale (Appassionata) Op. 47, on the piano. 

Overture “ Egmont ” Op. 84, arranged for the piano. 

Choral Symphony No. 9, arranged for the piano and voices, 
to which the words of “ Ode to Joy,” by Schiller, were sung by the 
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whole School. Miss Malvern then read an extract from u The 
Dead Man,” by Stanley, which formed an impressive climax to the 
most interesting lecture. 

N. Land. 

THE VISIT OF MOTHERS FROM THE 
BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY. 

T N the Christmas Term, Miss Muirhead, the Warden of the 

Birmingham Settlement, lectured to the Old Girls and 

Forms VI., V.a and V.b, and she told us all about the 
Settlement, its aim and object, and how the mothers loved to have 
a day out. 

On June 10th, the School asked thirty mothers to come and 
spend a day at Uttoxeter. 

They arrived in a char-a-banc about 12 o’clock and looked 
round the grounds. At 12.30 p.m. they had lunch and were waited 
on by the Old Girls. After lunch they sat in the garden with the 
dinner girls and entertained them with songs and talks, and then 
entertained themselves after we had gone into School. 

At 2.40 p.m they went into the Assembly Room and listened 
to IV.a and IV.b’s singing class, and afterwards III.a and Ill.b 
drilled for them until 3.20 p.m. Then Neptune gave them a 
Competition of “ Tasting and Smelling,” which made all the 
onlookers laugh, because of the expression on the competitor’s 
faces. This was over about 4 o’clock, and then Jupiter gave them 
the competition on advertisements, which was followed by a hat¬ 
trimming contest provided for bv Mars, after which there was a 
hat parade of the women in the excellently made hats. The 
competitions ended about 5 p.m., when they had tea, served by the 
Prefects, after which, some of the women gave speeches, short, but 
to the point. Then Apollo led community singing, which was 
enjoyed by all, finishing with “ Auld Lang Syne.” 

Prizes were given by the Houses for all the Competitions, 
and at the end the Prefects distributed bunches of flowers which 
had been brought by the girls, and the guests had hearty cheers for 
a good send-off. 

Frances Bull. 

AN INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY MATCH. 

Saturday, January ‘29th, a School party went to BournevUle 

to watch a Women’s Hockey Match between England and 
South Africa. We started about 10.45, going by taxis. It was a 
very cold day, and we were glad when we arrived to get out and 
walk about. It was about 12.30 p.m. when we got there and the 
ground was not open until 1 o’clock, so we walked down the main 
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street of the Model Village until 1.15 p.m., when we went to the 
pitch. The grass was very wet and as we sat waiting for the game 
to begin we collected ice on the bottom of our shoes. The players 
at last appeared and much time was taken by the various 
photographers. Before starting, the South Africans did their war-cry 
and the play began. We all noticed in particular the places where 
we usually play in our School matches, and I think we all received 
many good hints on the improvement of our own play. One of the 
most amusing parts of the day was when the whistle blew for half¬ 
time, and every single person began to stamp his feet on the 
ground to try to warm them. After the game, we had tea and then 
came home after having seen England beat South Africa by 11 
goals to none. 


Frances Bum.. 


FORM V.a SUMMER PARTY. 



N July 22nd, Form V.a held their annual party after the 


v - >/ Cambridge Examination was over. The room was decorated 

with flowers and greenery by the girls who served tea in the 
Assembly Room. 

About 4.30, Miss Woodhead and Miss Windrow, who had 
been previously invited, and the whole Form sat down to tea. 
After tea there should have been a tennis tournament, but, as the 
weather had not been good, Miss Woodhead said she thought we 
had better not use the courts. While the Prefects were clearing 
away the tea, the other members of the party had dancing, the 
music for which had been provided by one or two of the girls. 
The Prefects joined us afterwards and we had dancing until 
6.15 p.m. A game of hide-and-seek was then proposed in which 
we all took part. About 6.30 we broke up after spending a 
thoroughly jolly time. We were sorry that Miss Woodhead could 
not stay with us all the time, but we are sure she enjoyed herself 
while she was with us. 


Cherry Gilbert. 


THE SCIENCE SOCIETY. 



the end of the Summer Term a meeting, conducted by 


v Miss Windrow and Miss Timberlake, was held for the 
purpose of finding some means of promoting the study of 
Science in the School. The outcome of this meeting was the 
formation of a Science Society, Miss Woodhead was elected 
President, and a Committee of five members, Miss Windrow, Miss 
Timberlake, S. Harper, P. Webster, G. Phillips, was formed. The 
Committee elected its own Chairman. S. Harper, and an Honorary 
Secretary of the Society, G. Phillips, 
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Following this on June 28th, Miss Windrow gave a lecture 
on ” The Eclipse ” to the Society. She spoke of the excitement 
displayed throughout the whole of England in the event of the 
coming Eclipse, By means of lantern slides she showed us what 
would take place. At 5.30 a.m. on the morning of June 29th, the 
party of astronomers at Giggleswick would see the sun partially 
covered by a dark object—the moon. This object would gradually 
move right across the sun in a north-east to south-west direction. 
Consequently, at the period of time when the sun was blotted out, 
the earth would be in shadow, and the force of the sun’s rays 
would be cut off; that is to say, the atmosphere round the earth 
would grow cooler. Birds and animals would think that night was 
approaching. The birds would stop singing and prepare for rest. 
Although the sun would not be seen, a ring of flames, the corona, 
would encircle the dark mass. The corona is very rarely seen ; the 
last time it appeared was in 1724, the next will be in 1999. 

The reason for there being an Eclipse is this. The earth 
and moon are both moving, the moon round the earth. Therefore 
there comes a time when the moon moves between the earth and 
the sun, forming a screen between them. The moon casts an oval 
shadow on the earth which falls over Lancashire, Yorkshire and 
Scandinavia. The astronomers at Giggleswick if they stood on 
high ground overlooking low ground, would see the shadow cross 
the British Isles, the moon travelling round the earth at the rate of 
ninety miles per minute. Miss Windrow explained that in Uttoxeter, 
only a partial eclipse would be perceived, forty-nine fiftieths of the 
sun covered by the moon’s false shadow, and ended her lecture by 
asking us to try to realise the immensity of the sun, to see what the 
sun and the moon were doing, and to remember that for centuries 
astronomers had been working out the coming eclipse with such 
exactness, that they could state that it would take place on 
June 29th, 1927. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by the Chairman, seconded 
by Florence Bull. 

We think that the formation of a Science Society will prove 
a happy venture on the part of the School. Although it is quite an 
innovation, only general enthusiasm is needed to make it a success. 

G. Phillips (Hon. Sec.) 

THE DEBATING SOCIETY. 

^\UR Debating Society has never experienced any outstanding 

success, but this year a determined effort was made to 
revive it. The first meeting of the Society was held on Dec. 13th, 
1926, the motion being: “That man is the product of his 
environment.” B, Prince opened on the affirmative and was 
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seconded by N. Land. N. Timmis, who was the opener on the 
negative, was seconded by Miss Windrow. This meeting was 
marked by excellent speeches from the principal speakers, but when 
the debate was thrown open to the House only one girl had 
anything to say. The result of this meeting was so disappointing 
that a practice impromptu debate was held the next day. 

The second meeting of the Society was held on April 1st, 
1927. The motion was very much simpler, “ That popularity is no 
test of merit in a work of art.” M. Bull opened on the affirmative 
and was seconded by G. Hambleton. I. Lunn, the opener on the 
negative, was seconded by G. Phillips. When the debate was 
thrown open to the House, the response from the girls was better, 
although many of them had prepared their speeches before the 
meeting, and thus gave the principal speakers no opportunity of 
winning support by sheer eloquence or by forceful arguments. 
Nevertheless, the year has been marked with progress. 

I. Critchlow (Hon. Sec.). 

OLD GIRLS’ SOCIETY. 

AUTUMN TERM. 

^pHE Meeting for the Autumn Term was held on November 18th. 

Before the business was begun Miss Woodhead referred to 
the loss the Society had sustained in the death of Miss Ridley, and 
the members stood in silence for a few moments. Miss Beck 
resigned the Secretaryship of the Society and Miss M. Beck was 
elected in her place. Miss Kent was re-elected as Treasurer, and 
it was resolved that the second Mistress shall be a member of the 
Committee tx officio . The following Old Girls were elected as 
House Secretaries:—Apollo, Miss Howkins; Jupiter, Miss D. 
Webb; Mars, Mrs. Ward; Neptune, Miss K. Tibbits; and Miss 
K. Hardy, Miss M. Papworth, Miss K. Tibbits and Miss D. Webb 
were ejected as Tea Committee. It was decided that the School 
song, Heroes,” should be sung at all future meetings of the 
Society. It was also resolved that the Old Girls and Prefects 
should be responsible for the preparation for the Annual Re-union. 
A message was sent to Miss Budgen to express the regrets of the 
meeting that she was unable to be present, their pleasure of having 
her back amongst them, and the hope that she would be able to 
come to the meetings in future. The minutes of this meeting were 
circulated amongst members. 

SPRING TERM. 

The Meeting for the Spring Term was held on March 3rd, 
when Miss Muirhead, the Warden of the Birmingham Women’s 
Settlement spoke to us about the work of the Settlement. After 
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describing the Settlement Buildings and the accommodation 
provided, she explained that the Settlement was open to a certain 
number of resident students who were interested in social problems, 
and that much of the work was done by visi ting helpers. She then 
outlined the work of the Settlement in its different branches, 
describing the Clubs (men’s, senior and junior boys and girls, 
mother’s), Nursery Schools, Play Houses, Guides and Brownies and 
other work among children, the after-care work of the Committee 
and the' organization of the Provident Society, showing that the 
object of the Settlement is to promote the physical, intellectual and 
moral welfare of the people of the neighbourhood, as well as to 
provide a centre for the study of Social work and Industrial 
conditions. As an outcome of Miss Muirhead’s address, it was 
decided to invite a party of mothers from the City to spend a day 
in the School ground, partial expenses to be defrayed by the Old 
• Girls’ Society. 

After tea, a short business meeting was held, at which it 
was decided that as 4 2 was thought to be too expensive, the 
question of an Old Girls’ Badge should be deferred for the time 
being. It was also proposed by Miss Hardy, and seconded by Miss 
Beck, that the decorations used at the Old Girls’ Dance, viz. £2 4s., 
should be bought by the O.G.S., and also that 10 3 should be lent 
to the Dance Committee to clear the deficit on the Dance. 

SUMMER TERM. 

The Summer Meeting was held as usual on June 29th, the 
School Birthday. Although this was originally intended to be a 
Commemoration Day, it is, unfortunately, hardly fulfilling its 
function as yet, for only a few Old Girls were present to join the 
present School in a Tennis Tournament and Games. These, 
however, loyally contributed the sum of £1 2s. 6d. as a contribution 
to the School Birthday Present. 

OLD GIRLS’ NEWS. 

K. Babb is training to be a Drill and Games Mistress at the 
Anstey Physical Training College. 

J. Bould has gone to India to join her father. 

E. Bloor is nursing at the Longton Cottage Hospital. 

F. Bull is a first year student at Newnham College, 
Cambridge. 

A. Carson is taking a course of lessons in Commercial 
Cutting and Designing at the Teachers’ Training Centre, 
Manchester. 

M. Carson is teaching in the Kindergarten at “ Dilmeara,” 
Solihill, Birmingham. 
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C. Cartmail is nursing at the Southport Children’s 
Convalescent Home. 

I. Critchlow is training to he a Domestic Science Teacher 
at Berridge House, Hampstead. 

A. Harris and D. Langton are training at Dudley Training 
College. 

H. Huxley is nursing at the Orthopaedic Hospital, Hartshill. 

B. Prince is training at St. Katherine’s College, Tottenham. 
H. Stonehouse and J. Wainyvright are teaching at the 

Church of England School, Littleworth, Stafford. 

H. Wainwright is nursing at the Derby Royal Infirmary. 

K. Wainwright is teaching at Kingston School. 

M. Wood is teaching at Clive House School, Prestatyn. 


A NIGHT PIECE. 



RASH ! the wind howled and the driving sleet was hurled 


against the windows, causing them to shake in a most 
violent manner. It was a dreadful night. For hours the storm 
had raged, and winter had set in with a vengeance, bringing cruel 
frosts. It was 8 o’clock. Without, in the inky darkness, the wind 
moaned and whistled in the trees. Headlong through the night 
raced the express, which was small but powerfully built. The 
driver of the train was entirely protected from the weather, and 
regarded with satisfaction the speed at which his train was 
travelling. He was very youthful, but his clear blue eyes showed 
no signs of fear. 

He was thoroughly familiar w'ith the track, and was quite 
aware of the dangerous curves which were ahead. The greatest 
danger by far, however, lay in the trestle bridge which was not far 
ahead, and which only the night before had been declared unsafe. 
Surely the driver would slow down and investigate before crossing 
the bridge. 

On and on raced the express, rapidly coming nearer, still 
nearer to the bridge. The driver of the locomotive never hesitated 
for an instant, and its speed remained unchecked. 

Then, with a thundering roar the train hurled itself upon 
the bridge, which instantly collapsed. Train and bridge went down 
together, the engine completely turning turtle. Clouds of steam 
from the engine rose hissing into the air; whilst clear above the 
storm rose a shrill scream. Willing hands were immediately on 
the scene, and the driver was found to be unhurt. 

Now, John,” said mother, “ that will do for to-night.” 
Put away your train at once, and prepare for bed.” 


P. Webster. 



17 


SOMETHING ABOUT AMERICA. 

T N America some of the things are quite different from those 
-*■ in England. Generally there are no hedges in front of the 
houses and the lawns go right down to the path. The 
hedges that there are, are very tiny low ones that you could easily 
jump over. There are lots of motor-cars, very few bicycles and 
motor-cycles. The motors are very cheap; that is why there are 
so many; and they go very fast. The Americans call them 
Automobiles. In New York the buildings are forty and fifty storeys 
high. It makes your neck ache to look up at them. The houses 
are not made of brick, but of gray or white wood, and they have 
large porches and also a small one at the back. Some of the roads 
are very rough, and if you are in a motor, you get bumped up and 
down. The footpaths are rather untidy with bits of grass growing 
out of them. Corn grows there which people eat off the stalk ; 
it can be cooked in many different ways. 

They call sweets “ candy ” ; trams “ trolleys ” ; and postmen 
“mailmen”; there are insects of all kinds, Japanese beetles, 
mosquitoes and lots of flies. Americans eat a great deal of ice¬ 
cream, which has many different flavours. They use electricity 
very much in their houses; there are electric washers, irons, and 
toasters, also electric sewing machines, and sweepers. Nearly 
everybody in the whole of America has a telephone, so that they 
can easily call up their friends. 

Although there are many nice things in America, I think I 
like to live in England best. 

Kathleen Griffiths (9 yrs. 7 mths.) 

PEACEFUL WATER-LILIES. 

^\NCE these delicate water-lilies resembled little nestling buds, 
golden and white, sleeping peacefully upon the lake ; one 
might search for years and never find words with which to illustrate 
the beauty of these flowers. At one time they were only lily-buds, 
glowing brightly in beds of green ; now their petals spread out and 
form one of the lovliest blossoms which the world possesses. 

The calm water of the lake, with its peaceful shade of blue, 
is guarded by rushes; tall and stalwart trees, with leaves of dark 
green hue, their overhanging branches swaying in the breeze, gaze 
into the mere. Oaks and larches, willow-trees and beeches are 
titra'yeA \Y&e YwrcvA ViAv^. T'rreft \.v> Vrws 

still more charming, there are some snow-white swans, gliding 
gracefully through the water. Water-lilies are flowering towards 
the end of the summer; and the only warning that autumn is quite 
near is the song of the robin, resounding clearly over all the 
country-side. 

These lily-cups, golden and white, look most attractive, 
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floating calmly on their bed made on the surface of the lake by the 
large green leaves. Each flower is like a chalice, offering thoughts 
of pure Delight, Peace and Rest. 

M. Pkinck. 

THE MUSEUM, CARDIFF. 

nPHE Cardiff Museum, opened this summer by King George, 

is well worth a visit. It is a beautiful building, built next to 

the County Council Offices. 

In the centre hall, on the ground floor, there are statues and 
large monumental stones which have been found in Wales. In the 
centre of this hall there is a beautiful carved chair which is used 
for the chairing of the Bard in the Welsh National Estedfodd. 

In another room there are old stone implements, two very 
old-fashioned bicycles, the first motor-bike that was made, and also 
a lady’s carriage used in the eighteenth century, which is like a box 
about four feet high and about two feet wide, and is upholstered with 
red velvet. On each side there are shafts to carry it, about 
twelve feet long. A small room adjoining this room is fitted up as 
a Welsh kitchen ; on the hearth there is an old wooden spinning- 
wheel with a very quaint chair by the side of it. By the wall is an 
old grandfather ” clock,” and hanging up on the ceiling is a large 
wooden frame which was used for storing bacon. In another part 
of the Museum there is the Art Gallery. 

In a room upstairs there are the bones of prehistoric 
animals and birds. There are also pieces of rock shewing the 
jaws of plants and parts of animals. There are cases of wonder¬ 
fully coloured crystals and different mineral substances. In 
another room there are cases of stuffed birds and animals. In the 
centre of this room there is a large stuffed Tiger, presented by the 
King, and shot by him when he was in Africa. All down one side 
of this room there are small glass tanks containing live fishes ; one, 
a cat-fish, is very strange, jt has a face exactly the same as a cat’s, 
complete with whiskers. Another, a zebra-fish, is barred in black 
and white like a zebra. 

There is a large number of skulls of different types of men 
and it is surprising the difference there is in their shape, and size 
too, in some cases. In one corner of this room there is part of a 
tree trunk which, by some means, has been turned into stone. In 
another room there is glass, pottery and silver, and the silver 
especially, is worked most beautifully. 

Everything is labelled in Welsh, telling what the article is, 
where and when it was found, or by whom it was given, or from 
whom it was purchased, and a most interesting day can be spent in 
the Museum. 


Phyllis Watkins. 
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THE IDEAL GARDEN. 

r JfHE home of everlasting June. 

Where drowsy bees murmur their tune, 
And throned amidst the blooming flowers 
An age-worn sun-dial marks the hours, 

And fountains gurgle with delight, 

While butterflies in airy flight 
With wings of every lovely hue 
Make silhouettes against the blue, 

And under arches, rose entwined, 

Long shady paths forever wind. 

And where the cracked old steps of stone, 
Their crevices with moss o’ergrown 
Are baked in noonday’s scorching heat, 

And left unmarked by tiny feet 
Of insects, darting to and fro 
Lead to a hollow, where below 
Float water-lillies on a pool 
Of crystal raindrops clear and cool. 

And when the garden falls asleep. 

And twinkling stars their vigil keep, 

The moonbeams of a summer night 
Will bathe the scene in silver light. 

And then—will come the scented breeze. 
Bearing the song of sighing seas. 

And bats will circle where birds flew. 

And owls will cry : “ Tu whit—tu whoo ! ” 

Iris Linn. 


A CAUTIONARY TALE. 


r J"HERE was a boy who picked up 
worms, 

Regardless of their twists and 
squirms, 

And when he’d tied them in a knot. 
He boiled them in a little pot. 

One night when this boy was in bed, 
He had a horrid dream instead 
Of sleeping as a small boy ought 
At least, so little boys are taught. 


The demon of this horrid dream, 
(The thought of it still makes him 
scream) 

A great fat worm some five feet long, 
Did punish him for cruel wrong. 

It took him out of his small cot 
And, tying him in a double knot, 

Put him into a stewing dish, 

And popped him in the oven— 
swish ! 


When this boy woke up from his dream. 
So real to him it all did seem, 

He cried with all his might and main, 
“I’ll NEVER touch a worm again.” 


Joan Underwood, 

aged 13 years. 


/ 
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APOLLO. 

QN the gloomy banks at dawn, 

1 sat and looked around, 

I looked above, 1 looked below. 

And what was that queer sound ? 

I looked, and there between a fold 
Of clouds of enormous size, 

Apollo in his chariot gold. 

Came riding through the skies. 

B. Dykes, 

10 yrs. 9 mths. 

THE ANCIENT CASTLE. 

High on a hill an ancient castle stood 

With moat and drawbridge, battlements and towers ; 
Surrounded by a green and shady wood, 

And gardens full of the most lovely flowers. 

Many a feast has taken place within. 

When knights, and kings, and barons have arrived ; 

Many the battles that its lord did win, 

But through the years its name has not survived. 

Now like a ruined city it doth look, 

With not a likeness to its former day 
But for the calmly flowing little brook 
Which through the desert ever wends its way. 

And as one passes where those ruins lie, 

A scene of desolation meets the eye. 

Nellie Beck, aged 14£ years. 

BIRTH. 

Bekesfokd-Smith. March 18th, at The Rookery, Rocester, 

Staffs., to the Rev. J. and Mrs. Beresford-Smith (n£e Mary 
Watson)—a daughter. 

MARRIAGES. 

Owen — Goodall. March 1st, at St. John’s Church, Marston-on 
Dove, by the Rev. J. W. A. Melville, assisted by the Rev. 
G. A. L. Leyenne, George Ernest, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Owen, of Offoxey, Tong, Salop, and Ethel May, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. T. Goodall, of Friary House, Etwall, Derby. 

Fawcett—Shaw. October 19th, at St. Saviour’s Church, 

Hampstead, by the Rev. W. C. Roberts, Vicar of St. George’s, 
Bloomsbury, Derek W. Fawcett, of Scarborough, to Ena 
Muriel Shaw, daughter of the late Dr. Shaw, West Hill, 
Halifax, and of Mrs. Shaw, 92, Adelaide Road, Hampstead, 
N.W.3. 


W. H. Smith’s l'rintiug Works. Uttoxeter. 



